
 

 

EXERCÍCIOS COMPLEMENTARES  
ITA 

Leia o texto a seguir e responda às questões 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 e 6. 
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Trouble in paradise 
For twenty years, David Glasheen has lived alone on Restoration Island, off the 
north  
coast of Australia, with only his dog Quasi for company. The days pass happily as 
he gathers crabs from the sea, and bananas and coconuts for his dinner. 
Glasheen lives in paradise. There’s just one problem. He’s facing eviction as the 
local government wants  
the island back. 
Glasheen used to be a businessman in Sydney. Unfortunately, he lost $6.5 
million in the 1987 economic crash. Needing a lifestyle change, he left the city 
and moved to Restoration Island. There was nothing on the island, so the local 
government lent it to Glasheen and  
his business partner on the condition that they build hotels and other buildings 
for tourists. In the end, they didn’t build anything on the island. Glasheen just 
lived there on his own. Now the government says he has to leave. 
It costs Glasheen $20,000 a year to live on Restoration Island. As a result, he 
has to earn some money. He still invests in the stock market online using a solar-
powered internet connection. Sometimes, people come to stay with him, too. In 
exchange for accommodation, they have to help him on the island’s small farm. 
Glasheen grows his own tomatoes and some other crops. He doesn’t pay his 
guests for their work, but many people are happy to work for free, to spend a 
month on a desert island with a real-life Robison Crusoe. 
Not everyone enjoys the stay, however. In the beginning, Glasheen was 
accompanied by  
his girlfriend and their baby son, but with no washing machine or hot water on 
the island, life was too hard and eventually, they had to return to civilization, 
leaving Glasheen alone on the island. 
For Glasheen, it’s a perfect, peaceful existence. He’s not hurting anyone. He’s 
contributing  
to turning a desert landscape into a food-producing environment, and he offers 
visitors a unique experience. The only question now is, how long can this life 
continue? 

 
01. Read the statements below. Which statements can be inferred from the article? 

1 Cooking and cleaning takes a long time on the island. 
2 Glasheen is the only person who invested in the island. 
3 Glasheen arrived on the island with at least two other people. 
a) All of the statements.  
b) 1 and 2. 
c) 1 and 3. 
d) 2 and 3.  
e) None of the statements. 

 
02. According to the article, which statement is true about Glasheen? 

a) He doesn’t enjoy the company of other people. 
b) He has always been a successful businessperson. 
c) He has no connection to the modern world. 
d) He once agreed to work in the tourist industry. 
e) He used to be a local politician. 

 
03. We can infer from the article that the author of the passage thinks ... 

a) Glasheen should build hotels on the island. 
b) Glasheen should leave the island immediately. 
c) Glasheen should keep living the same way. 
d) Glasheen should move back with his family 
e) Glasheen should pay more money to live on the island. 
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04. The phrase “as a result” (line 12) is equivalent in meaning to ... 
a) consequently. 
b) eventually. 
c) immediately. 
d) occasionally. 
e) surprisingly. 

 
05. The word “crops” (line 16) means ... 

a) wood and paper products. 
b) farm animals, like cows and goats. 
c) fish and seafood. 
d) plants that produce food. 
e) wild flowers. 

 
06. The sentence “Now the government says he has to leave.” (line 11) is in the ... 

a) Present perfect. 
b) Simple Past. 
c) Present continuous. 
d) Past Perfect. 
e) Simple Present. 

 
Leia o texto a seguir e responda às questões 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
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Eyewitness  
I have a secret. I have kept it for almost thirty years, but now I have to tell 
someone. 
It all started when I was twelve. A friend at school had told me that his parents 
bred snakes. He had offered me a baby one for free, so I asked my parents to 
take one as a pet. They agreed and that’s when our problems began. After we 
had been looking after the snake for two years, we started to get worried. It had 
been growing all the time. It had become three meters long, and we had no idea 
how large it might end up. My buddy at school hadn’t told me that he was giving 
me a baby python!  
Living in Florida, we were surrounded by wet swamps and hot forests. That gave 
Dad an idea. One night, he and I took the snake to a remote lake and we 
released it. It was dusk, so the forests were black, and the water of the lake was 
orange in the evening light. As I watched the snake slowly swimming away, I 
thought we had done the right thing. Our snake was free at last. 
How wrong I was. That was in the 1980s, and now I know that we did a very 
stupid thing. Our snake was a Burmese python, which has now become one of 
the most widespread invasive species in the Florida area. An invasive species is 
an animal that has been introduced to a new habitat by humans. When the 
invasive species finds prey in the new habitat, it can quickly wipe out the native 
animal populations, because they have no natural defense against the new 
arrivals. 
Experts now estimate that there are more than 10,000 Burmese pythons in 
Florida. These didn’t come into the country through illegal trafficking. The 
majority were bought and sold as pets through regular pet stores. They grew up 
in captivity, and were then released into the wild by their owners. 
The damage to the natural environment is shocking. Mammals, birds, their eggs, 
and even alligators are all potential food for a hungry snake. Although the 
alligators will fight and kill the snakes in certain cases, the Burmese python has 
become the top predator in the Everglades National Park in Florida. 
This is very bad news for some of the native species, such as the opossum and 
the raccoon, which have fallen by 99% since the arrival of the pythons in their 
habitat. I was horrified to discover that the pythons even eat endangered 
species, like Key Largo woodrats.  
Our stupid decision thirty years ago was one of many similar stupid decisions. 
Now, US wildlife is paying the price. I have finally broken my silence because 
people need to understand the consequences of their actions. You may think it’s 
kind to release a pet into the wild, but these actions can have devastating effects 
for the local ecosystem. My family and I have contributed to the extinction of 
wildlife in our home state and I’m furious about it. Make sure you don’t make the 
same mistake. 
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07. The main intention of the author of this eyewitness account is … 
a) to apologize for his past actions. 
b) to criticize the US government. 
c) to explain how Burmese pythons live in Florida. 
d) to give advice about snakes as pets. 
e) to tell people to behave responsibly. 

 
08. The word “bred” (line 2) means … 

a) collected animals. 
b) bought and sold wild animals. 
c) grew animals from babies to adults. 
d) hunted and captured animals in the wild. 
e) kept animals for food. 

 
09. Read the statements below. Which statements are true? 

1 The author decided to release his python because it had become dangerous. 
2 The author decided to release his python because it was eating too much. 
3 The author decided to release his python because of its size. 
 
a) All of the statements. 
b) 1 only. 
c) 1 and 2. 
d) 3 only. 
e) 2 and 3. 

 
10. In the sentence, “It was dusk so the forests were black, and the water of the lake was orange in the 

evening light” (line 9), the pronoun “It” refers to ... 
a) Florida. 
b) the forest. 
c) the lake. 
d) the snake. 
e) the time of day. 

 
11. The phrasal verb “wipe out” (line 17) means … 

a) frighten. 
b) grow larger than. 
c) kill completely. 
d) live with. 
e) move. 

 
12. The eyewitness account states that … 

a) most pythons in Florida came from zoos. 
b) most pythons in Florida were put there by ordinary people. 
c) most pythons in Florida were put there by scientists. 
d) most pythons in Florida were smuggled into the country. 
e) we don’t know how the Burmese python arrived in Florida. 

 
13. According to the eyewitness account, which sentence is NOT true? 

a) Pythons only eat the most abundant animals in Florida. 
b) Birds and their eggs are prey for pythons. 
c) Many species are in danger because of the Burmese python. 
d) Pythons will eat large reptiles. 
e) There are some predators of the pythons. 

 
14. The eyewitness account does NOT state that … 

a) a friend of the author suggested the idea of a pet snake. 
b) the author now regrets freeing the snake. 
c) the author didn’t know much about pythons before he got his pet. 
d) the author was a teenager when he got the snake. 
e) the author was originally happy to give his snake its freedom. 
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Leia o texto a seguir e responda às questões 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorillas face a number of different threats: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we do? 
• Visit the gorillas – the more people come to see them, the more valuable they are to the local community. 

• Support charity organizations that fight for the gorilla, such as the World Wildlife Fund. 

• Be positive. If people give up hope, we will never save our planet’s endangered species. 

 
15. An appropriate title for the infographic would be ... 

a) Act now to save the gorilla 
b) How poachers put the gorilla in danger 
c) Our closest relative apart from the chimpanzee 
d) The life cycle of the gorilla 
e) When the gorilla will be wiped out 

There are two species of gorilla.  
The Western gorilla (gorilla gorilla) and  
the Eastern gorilla (Gorilla beringei). 

There are four sub-species. The population of  
one of these, the Cross River Gorilla, is critically 
endangered. It has dropped to just 250–300 
individuals. That’s fewer than the number of 
passengers that can fit on a Boeing 747! 

Gorillas share 99% of human DNA and are 
our closest relatives in the animal kingdom 
after chimpanzees and bonobos.  

Gorillas are only found in 
Central Africa. Their 
habitat includes wet 
swamps and mountains. 
Their diet is mostly leaves 
and fruit, although some 
gorillas will eat ants and 
termites. Gorillas rarely 
drink water because they 
get all of their liquids 
from plants. 

• illegal hunting.  
Wealthy people eat  
“bushmeat” as a  
luxury product. Body  
parts are also sold  
for use in traditional  
“medicine”. 

• diseases from contact with  
humans. The ebola virus  
killed many people and  
gorillas in Gabon and the  
Republic of Congo. 

• poaching. Smuggled  
gorillas are sold on the  
black market as pets.  
 

• habitat loss. Many of the  
forests where gorillas  
lived have been cut  
down for fuel. 

 

The average gorilla lives for around  
35 years, although some have lived  
twenty years longer than that when  
held in captivity. 
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16. According to the infographic, which statements are true? 
1 The Cross River Gorilla is close to extinction. 
2 Genetically, gorillas are very similar to human beings. 
3 Gorillas spend very little time drinking water. 
 
a) All of the statements. 
b) 1 and 2. 
c) 2 and 3. 
d) 1 and 3. 
e) None of the statements. 

 
17. According to the infographic, are the sentences below true (T) or false (F)? Choose the correct sequence. 

1 The habitats of all gorilla species border each other. 
2 Gorillas have no prey. 
3 People only eat gorilla meat when there is no other food. 
4 Gorillas are threatened by poaching. 
5 Trees where the gorillas lived are disappearing. 
 
a) F, T, F, T, F. 
b) F, F, F, T, T. 
c) T, F, F, F, F. 
d) F, F, T, T, F. 
e) F, F, F. F. T. 

 
18. Choose the best definition for the words “in captivity”. 

a) in farms 
b) in houses 
c) in mountains 
d) in rain forests 
e) in zoos 

 
19. What is the best definition of the word “smuggled”? 

a) bred from babies 
b) homed in on 
c) illegally trafficked 
d) killed 
e) trained animals 

 
20. According to the text, which sentence is NOT true? 

a) It’s a bad idea to visit the Gorillas. 
b) Gorillas are very similar to humans. 
c) WWF helps the Gorillas. 
d) The ebola virus can kill the Gorillas. 
e) The Gorillas are losing their habitat.  

 
Gabarito 
 
01. C   02. D   03. C   04. A   05. D 
 
06. E   07. E   08. C   09. E   10. E 
 
11. C   12. B   13. A   14. D   15. A 
 
16. A   17. B   18. E   19. C   20. A 
 


