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About me          November 9, 2013 

Hi! My name is Claudia Jones. I’m seventeen, and I’m from Porto Alegre in Brazil. You can see 
from my surname that my family wasn’t originally from Brazil. In fact, my ancestors came from 
Wales, a country in the United Kingdom. Unfortunately, nobody knows much about our family 
history so I’ve decided to do some research, and I’ll be updating my blog with my findings. I’m 
writing in English so that maybe people in Wales can read it and help, too. 

Great-grandma Rosa          November 11, 2013 

First of all, I decided to visit my great-grandma Rosa. She’s 88 years old, and she told me a lot 
about our family history. Both of her parents were from Wales: Mark Jones and Emily Morgan. 
They had emigrated here, and worked as waiters in restaurants. 

Mark Jones died when Rosa was a teenager, but her stepfather Alberto looked after her as if she 
were his own daughter. We talked a lot about Alberto, too. I wish I’d had a chance to meet him 
because he sounded like a lot of fun. 

Unfortunately, Rosa got tired, so I didn’t ask her any more questions. I think I’ll have to do the 
rest of my research on my own. 

Not the only Welsh in Brazil          December 23, 2013 

I learned something amazing today. We had the whole extended family over at our apartment 
for a meal. I was sitting next to my uncle Cristiano. He’s actually my father’s half-brother, and 
he told me that his mother’s family was from Cardiff, the capital of Wales. It’s a surprise 
because there is nothing British about Cristiano. He’s a complete Brazilian, born and bred! 

News from Swansea          January 10, 2014 

Oh, wow! Guess what I received today? An e-mail from a relative in Wales: a boy in Swansea 
who is researching his family history for a school project. His name is David Jones, and he’s 
fifteen. He found my blog online and got in touch. His grandfather was born in Brazil, and then 
came back to Wales. His grandfather still keeps up with his relatives here, and he thinks we may 
be related. 

It’s so exciting. David’s family is very different from mine. I have four siblings, whereas he’s 
an only child, and he lives with just his mom in a single-parent family. He likes surfing in his 
free time, like me. But it sounds like the beaches in Wales are nothing like here in Brazil. David 
says that in summer, the temperature in the water is about 16 degrees. Brrr! 

A sad story          February 19, 2014 

My new friend David has finally found out what really happened to my family. With some  
help from his history teacher, David discovered that Mark Jones was a soldier in the First  
World War. He was seriously injured in the war and spent a year in the hospital. That accounts 
for his decision to leave Wales. He’d had a terrible experience, and he wanted to start a new life 
in Brazil. 

I’m now going to see Great-grandma Rosa to tell her the news. Maybe she already knows it.  
I’m also going to ask her for some photographs because David wants to see what our relative 
looked like.  
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01. It can be inferred from the blog that ... 
a) Alberto is still alive. 
b) Rosa never met her father. 
c) Rosa’s mother was a widow. 
d) Rosa’s parents were wealthy. 
e) Rosa was an only child. 

 
02. Look at the underlined words in the extract below. Choose the correct explanation of the words. 

I wish I’d had a chance to meet him. 
a) They express a frequent action in the past. 
b) They express a past possibility. 
c) They express past obligation. 
d) They express regret. 
e) They express relief. 

 
03. Look at the underlined words in the extract below. If the extract were written in the third conditional, which 

of the following options would be correct? 
Rosa got tired so I didn’t ask her any more questions. 
a) If Rosa hadn’t gotten tired, I would have asked her some more questions. 
b) If Rosa gets tired, I don’t ask her some more questions. 
c) If Rosa won’t get tired, I’ll ask her some more questions. 
d) If Rosa didn’t get tired, I would ask her some more questions. 
e) If Rosa would get tired, I asked her some more questions. 

 
04. All of the statements are true except ... 

a) there were a lot of people at the meal on December 23. 
b) the meal on December 23 was at Claudia’s home. 
c) Uncle Cristiano was born in Brazil. 
d) Uncle Cristiano and Claudia’s father share one parent, but not both. 
e) Uncle Cristiano has family from England. 

 
05. Choose the best definition for the phrase “keeps up” in line 24.  

a) doesn’t talk 
b) has no problems 
c) lives together 
d) stays in contact 
e) tries to help 

 
06. Read the statements below. Which statements are true? 

1 David comes from a blended family. 
2 David’s family is smaller than Claudia’s. 
3 David is younger than Claudia.   
 
a) All of the statements. 
b) 1 only. 
c) 2 and 3. 
d) 1 and 2. 
e) 3 only. 

 
Leia o texto a seguir e responda às questões 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12. 
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Paradise seeks volunteers 
Our organization is looking for volunteers to work on the most remote islands 
in Fiji.  
If you are accepted onto the program, you will live and work in a remote 
village where people still live in traditional ways.  
There are two main objectives of the project. Firstly, our volunteers offer their 
skills. Some will teach local children who would otherwise be unable to travel 
a long way to school every day, while others help build houses, schools and 
other facilities in the villages. At the same time, volunteers will learn about 
Fijian culture and the islanders’ fascinating way of life. 
Volunteers will stay in a traditional Fijian home. This is usually a single-room 
building, although there will be a curtain to separate your sleeping area from 
where the rest of the family sleeps. In many homes, people sleep on a simple 
mat on the floor.  
Generally, the extended family lives together so there will be many different 
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people sleeping in one building. Our volunteers quickly become like a big 
“brother” or “sister” to the children, who are fascinated by their visitors from 
far away. Fijians are extremely sociable, and their homes are always open, so 
don’t be surprised if a member of the extended family drops in for lunch.  
It isn’t all work. Evenings are a great opportunity to chill out, play music, 
chat, and tell stories. Many of our volunteers quickly make friends during 
their six- or twelve-month stay, and can keep up with their friends and 
families back home via the internet. Although people on the program come to 
teach, it often turns out that they learn a lot about themselves. Provided that 
you are open, friendly, and hard-working, you will have a life-changing 
experience on these tropical islands.  

 
07. According to the advertisement, which statement is NOT true? 

a) Many volunteers work in education. 
b) The project helps people find out about family life on Fiji. 
c) The project only operates in some parts of Fiji. 
d) Volunteers help with construction. 
e) Young people will automatically be accepted as volunteers. 

 
08. According to the advertisement, which statements are true? 

1 Not everyone sleeps in a bed in a traditional Fijian home. 
2 Most traditional Fijian homes accommodate only a nuclear family. 
3 Traditional Fijian homes do not have separate bedrooms. 
 
a) All of the statements.  
b) 1 and 2. 
c) 1 and 3. 
d) 2 and 3. 
e) None of the statements. 

 
09. What is the best explanation for the phrase “chill out” in line 17? 

a) exercise 
b) perform 
c) relax 
d) think 
e) travel 

 
10. Grammatically, the phrase “Provided that” in line 21 is equivalent to ... 

a) If. 
b) However. 
c) Unless. 
d) Until. 
e) When. 

 
11. Which of the sentences below best expresses the main message of the advertisement?  

a) Have fun in the sun on a working holiday in Fiji. 
b) Learn about yourself while helping other people on the islands of Fiji. 
c) Live the easy life, teaching and having fun on Fiji.   
d) Making friends on the remote islands of Fiji. 
e) Working in Fiji is a great opportunity to improve your career opportunities. 

 
12. The sentence “Volunteers will stay in a traditional Fijian home.” Is in the:    

a) Simple Pas. 
b) Simple Future. 
c) Simple Present. 
d) Present Perfect. 
e) Future Continuous. 
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Homeless to Harvard: the Liz Murray story 
Directed by Peter Levin, written by Ronni Kern, and starring Thora Birch, Jennifer 
Pisana, and Kelly Lynch.  
This 2003 TV movie is based on the true story of Liz Murray, a former homeless 
teenager – as she herself put it in an interview with the UK newspaper, the Daily 
Mail: "one of those people on the streets you walk away from." Ms. Murray 
overcame enormous difficulties in her life to graduate from Harvard University 
and become an internationally acclaimed motivational speaker, and author of a 
best-selling memoir Breaking Night (2010).  
Homeless to Harvard is an emotional and inspiring account of the life of its main 
character, Ms. Murray, played by the actress Thora Birch. As with most movies 
made for television, it is sometimes less interested in the people in the story than 
in the moral lessons for viewers. The central idea is that everyone has the power 
to change his or her life, no matter what the circumstances.  
Liz Murray was born in 1980. Both of her parents, who were former hippies, were 
addicted to drugs, and they spent all of their money on their drug habit. They 
loved their children in their own way, but they didn’t have the strength to 
overcome their weaknesses. Liz and her sister, Lisa, grew up hungry and without 
any role models in life. Because of Liz’s dirty appearance, other children at school 
avoided her, so she had no friends. Her only option to make something of her life 
was to study harder. As she tells her teacher in one scene, "I know there is a 
world out there that is better … I want to live in it." At one point, the situation at 
home became so unbearable that Liz decided to take care of herself, so she 
moved out and lived on the streets, sleeping in subway cars and parks. She 
never gave up her studies, even when she was homeless. The movie never tries 
to downplay this decision: Liz knew very well she was homeless because it was 
her choice, and she accepted responsibility. Self-pity was a luxury she couldn’t 
afford.  
Her life turned around when the New York Times offered six Harvard University 
scholarships to high-school students who wrote an essay about the difficulties 
they had to overcome in life to do well in school. Over 3,000 students applied, 
but Liz was one of the winners, and she became a Harvard student. 
Homeless to Harvard features some excellent performances, including Kelly 
Lynch who plays Liz’s loving, but drug-addicted mother. Ms. Lynch is successful 
in making viewers care about a character who clearly has to deal with a lot of 
problems, but she never dominates over the balanced performance Thora Birch, 
star of Oscar-winning American Beauty, offers as pragmatic teenage Liz. The 
movie has been nominated for three Emmy awards, including Ms. Birch as Best 
Actress. Although the movie has a few weaknesses, the moving story and acting, 
nevertheless, make it special.  
Inspirational tales of troubled childhoods are not everyone’s idea of a good 
evening at home, but Homeless to Harvard is well worth a look. 

 
13. This article is ... 

a) a newspaper interview with a world-famous public speaker and former homeless person. 
b) about the publication of a book on the true-life story of Liz Murray. 
c) a review and description of an inspirational movie made for television. 
d) the life story of a woman who was homeless while she was studying at Harvard University. 
e) mainly a criticism of parents whose drug addiction makes it difficult for them to raise children. 

 
14. We can infer from the article that the author thinks ... 

a) Liz Murray is one of those people that you walk away from when you see them on the street. 
b) TV movies usually focus only on moral messages. 
c) Liz Murray’s parents had such a serious drug problem that they didn’t have feelings for their children. 
d) Kelly Lynch makes the character of the mother in the movie very unlikeable. 
e) the film has some weaknesses, but is generally good enough to recommend. 

 
15. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the article as a difficulty Liz Murray had to overcome in her own 

life? 
a) lack of friends at school 
b) homelessness 
c) lack of food at home 
d) her own drug addiction problems 
e) no positive examples to follow in life 
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16. According to the article, which sentence is NOT true? 
a) Thora Birch was nominated for an award for her acting in the movie. 
b) Before Liz was born, Liz Murray’s father and mother used to be hippies. 
c) The movie is based on Liz Murray’s best-selling memoir. 
d) These days, Liz Murray gives talks on motivation for a living. 
e) Only six out of several thousand students were given a chance by a newspaper to study at Harvard. 

 
17. Which of these words is used as a verb in the article? 

a) acclaimed (line 6) 
b) addicted (line 30) 
c) accepted (line 23) 
d) balanced (line 32) 
e) troubled (line 36) 

 
18. In the sentence, "The central idea is that everyone has the power to change his or her life, no matter what 

the circumstances" (line 11), the phrase "no matter what" could be replaced by ... 
a) not a problem about. 
b) regardless of. 
c) depending on. 
d) without any consideration for. 
e) very different from. 

 
19. Liz’s parents ... 

a) gave her drugs. 
b) didn’t give her good support. 
c) didn’t love her. 
d) were a good role model.  
e) were present. 

 
20. When did Liz’s life change for better?  

a) When she won a scholarship. 
b) When she left her parents home. 
c) When she wrote the book. 
d) When she gave the interview.  
e) It never changed. 

 
Gabarito 
 
01. C   02. D   03. A   04. E   05. D 
 
06. C   07. E   08. C   09. C   10. A 
 
11. B   12. B   13. C   14. E   15. D 
 
16. C   17. C   18. B   19. B   20. A 
 
 


