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Leia o texto a seguir e responda às questões 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
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Rail travel in the United States 
Until recently, train travel in the US has not been as popular as in many other 
countries. But with the rising cost and inconvenience of air travel, things have 
been changing. The United States railway network is controlled by Amtrak. You 
can look up train times and all other information on their website at 
www.amtrak.com. But be aware that, depending on your destination, the train 
may not save you much money, and it takes a long time to cross the US. 
Distances are vast. 
Larger stations are often very hectic, with lots of people everywhere, but Amtrak 
staff are always friendly and polite, so don’t hesitate to ask them for assistance. 
If you have a lot of luggage, you can even ask a porter to take it to the car (for a 
tip, of course) before other passengers begin to board! 
Long distances are covered by sleeper trains. These usually have two- or four-
person compartments. If you travel alone, you may have to share this room with 
another person. Incredibly, some of the rooms contain private toilet facilities, 
including showers. 
On some long-distance trains, baggage can be checked in at the station, and you 
can then pick it up at your destination. If your baggage weighs more than 23 
kilos, you won’t be able to use this service. 
Don’t forget that the train will usually have a lounge car where you can chat with 
your fellow passengers, or just have a snack. Sometimes these cars have huge 
panoramic windows, and you’ll find the best seat in the house here. Sitting back 
in these seats, you'll find that the lounge car is the best way to take the scenic 
route across the US.  
If you’re in less of a hurry, long-distance trains also have a separate dining car 
where you can have a laid-back restaurant-style meal. There are a range of 
dishes offered, including vegetarian meals. 

 
According to the text judge the sentences below in (T) true or (F) false? 
 
01. (     )More people in the US are traveling by train these days. 
 
02. (     )The Amtrak staff is usually very friendly. 
 
03. (     )It is sometimes customary to give the staff extra money to say “thank you.” 
 
04. (    )You can only travel long distances using the sleeper trains 
 
05. Which statement below best expresses the main message of the article? 

A Driving is a better way to see the US then taking the train. 
B The train is the cheapest way to cross the US. 
C Nobody likes taking the train in the US. 
D Train travel in the US can be quick, modern, and fun. 
E Train travel in the US was better in the past. 

 
06. The word “hectic” (line 7) means ... 

A beautiful. 
B busy. 
C hot. 
D active. 
E small. 
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07. The article states that on trains in the US ... 
A you can only eat in one place. 
B you have to buy your ticket online before traveling. 
C you have to keep your suitcase with you all the time. 
D you have very small windows. 
E you may have your own bathroom. 

 

08. Choose the best definition for the word “laid-back” (line 22).  
A cheap 
B expensive 
C relaxed 
D uninteresting 
E tasty 
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Off to Catalonia! 
I’m pretty excited! Next week, I'm going to visit La Masia, the Barcelona soccer 
team's famous youth club. La Masia is one of the many “canteras”, or sports 
clubs, existing in Spain. FC Barcelona (Football Club Barcelona), better known as 
simply Barcelona or Barça, is one of the world's greatest soccer teams. Three 
players who trained at La Masia, Xavi, Iniesta, and Leo Messi, were recently 
shortlisted for European soccer's greatest individual honor: the Golden Ball. As 
part of our Sports in the Media course at college, we were offered an opportunity 
to spend a week in the shadow of soccer's giants. I signed up, and I’m flying 
there next weekend!  
Posted by Luke, September 4, 2011, 7:52 a.m. 
Home away from home 
First impressions: awesome! Yesterday, I looked around the dormitory of the 
cantera. It's a big deal, as they don't normally allow visitors. The dorm is where 
the club's teenage students live, so they don't have to travel huge distances daily 
from their families to the training facilities. I won’t be staying here, 
unfortunately, as the whole place is very private. A whole bunch of boys live 
here, some of them as old as 20 or 21. The older ones play for Barça Athletic, the 
back-up team, and they remain in the club so they can continue developing their 
abilities. But most of the boys are in their mid teens, which is when scouts 
visiting amateur teams all over Spain sign them up for La Masia. I was surprised 
to learn that many boys drop out in their first year. Life can be miserable without 
their family and friends. I think this is the first time I've realized this is not just a 
great opportunity, but a big sacrifice for kids, too. I’m not sure I'd be able to put 
up with being away from home for years. 
Posted by Luke, September 6, 2011, 7:33 p.m. 
A typical day at La Masia 
It’s the next morning and the boys are going to school. The club provides a bus 
to take them to the best schools around. The boys will come back from school for 
lunch and a siesta, or nap, around 2 p.m. Then they have soccer training. One of 
them, an older boy called Juanfran,  tells me they have six hours of training 
every week and will play a game on the weekend. During my week at La Masia, 
the boys are going to let me train with the thirteen-year-olds. They are all much 
quicker and much better than me! I thought I was quite good at soccer, and I'm 
six years older, too, but I don't think I will be able to touch the ball once. I 
expect we’ll be seeing some of these young players winning games for FC Barça 
in the future! 
Posted by Luke, September 7, 2011, 10:10 p.m. 
Training the person, not just the soccer player 
I spoke to one of the trainers today. He said at La Masia, they start training boys 
to control the ball and understand the tactics when they're as young as eight. But 
it's not all just about soccer. They also develop their attitudes to health, 
teamwork, and discipline. The boys grow up quickly, and they learn to respect 
each other from a very early age, and perhaps this is the key to Barça’s success.  
Posted by Luke, September 8 2011, 12:48 p.m. 

 

09. The blog is about ... 
A the most famous graduates of La Masia. 
B a student's description of a visit to Barça's youth training club, La Masia. 
C a teenage soccer player's first days at La Masia. 
D the outstanding achievements of the world's greatest soccer team. 
E an analysis of the secret of Barça's success in soccer. 
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10. Which of the following statements about the author CAN’T be inferred from the blog? 
A Luke is a foreign student at an American University. 
B Luke wasn't offered a chance to stay at La Masia. 
C Luke is 19 years old. 
D Younger boys may be better players than older boys. 
E Luke has great respect for Barça's achievements. 

 
11. According to information given in the blog, which of these statements is correct? 

A Barça is the top soccer team in Europe. 
B There are only teenagers living at La Masia. 
C Daily soccer training at La Masia takes place in the afternoon. 
D Barça's team for children plays in a different style from the older Champions League team. 
E There are no students over the age of 19 at La Masia. 

 
12. According to the blog, which of the following statements are true? 

1 Most teenage students have to travel daily from their homes to La Masia. 
2 La Masia's scouts look for talented boys in their mid-teens who play on teams all over Spain. 
3 There are students at La Masia who have to get used to being far from home. 
A 1 only. 
B 1 and 2. 
C 2 and 3. 
D 1, 2, and 3. 
E None of the statements. 

 
13. The sentence, “I was surprised to learn that many boys drop out in their first year” (line 18) is 

the same as saying ... 
A It is surprising to find out how many boys are unable to complete their first year. 
B It is difficult to understand why a lot of boys decide to stay after their first year. 
C Surprisingly, many boys achieve great results after only one year. 
D It is amazing how much outstanding talent is discovered among first-year students. 
E It is an interesting fact that several boys temporarily drop out of La Masia in their first year. 

 
14. In the sentence, “I’m not sure I’d be able to put up with being away from home for years” (blog 

post 2), the phrasal verb “put up with” means ... 
A tolerate or endure. 
B demonstrate a particular level of skill. 
C rise to a higher position. 
D stay somewhere with others. 
E accept a suggestion or idea. 

 
15. When the author says, “I don't think I will be able to touch the ball once,” (line 30) he implies ... 

A he will only be able to touch the ball on one occasion. 
B he will have to touch the ball more than once. 
C he won’t be allowed to touch the ball at any time. 
D he probably won’t be able to touch the ball at all. 
E he will be capable of touching the ball without thinking about it.  
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Leia o texto a seguir e responda às questões 16, 17, 18, 19 e 20. 
 
School life in 2030 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
16. Which statements below are true, according to the text? 

1 In 2030, students will study at home more than at school. 
2 In 2030, the classroom will show lessons on the walls. 
3 In 2030, students won’t use traditional paper books. 
A 1 and 3. 
B 1 only. 
C 2 and 3. 
D 2 only. 
E None of the statements. 

 
17. It can be inferred from the text that the author ... 

A does not like the internet. 
B is not an expert in science. 
C is worried about the future of education. 
D teaches at a university in the US. 
E thinks school is for more than passing exams. 

 
18. According to the text, which statement is true?  

A During class, students might be able to interact with an image of a historical figure. 
B Students won’t use the internet in the future classroom. 
C Students will spend most of their time watching videos in the future classroom.  
D There will no longer be a teacher in the future classroom. 
E All students will wear goggles for science experiments. 

 
19. The word “risky” (text 3) means ... 

A complicated. 
B dangerous. 
C exciting. 
D expensive 
E theoretical. 

1 
Many people predict that children in 2030 will no longer attend school, and will instead learn at home via the internet. 
However, this prediction is unlikely. Children need to go to school to learn other skills, such as how to live with people, 
as well as their academic studies. Consequently, it is assumed that kids will still go to school every day, but what new 
changes will there be? 

2 
Students won’t need books. In fact, they’ll only need one device, which will be a book, laptop, and notebook all in one. 
It will be super-thin and will fold up, so that you can put it in your pocket and then open it up to read it. 

3 
Each learning space will have fully interactive walls. Teachers will use these to show videos of lessons that are 
impractical or too expensive to stage in the classroom. These videos will also be popular for experiments that are too 
risky to be performed in school, or by the students themselves, such as the addition of sodium to water, which produces 
hydrogen gas and an explosion. 

4 
Students will also wear special goggles, which will give them the ability to look up facts instantly. The goggles will 
work like a search engine today.  

5 
The internet contains a huge amount of information about famous people. In the future, a program will take all of this 
data to create an avatar of a person from the past: a computer image that looks like the real person. Students will choose 
the avatar with their goggles, and then talk to it to find out all the information they need. 
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20. Choose the best definition for the expression “search engine” (text 4). 
A a website for communicating with friends 
B a website for finding information 
C a website for streaming music 
D a website for watching videos 
E a website for sending short messages 
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