
 

 

RELATIVE PRONOUNS 
01. Join the following pairs of sentences. There are defining and non defining relative sentences.  

1. She showed me a photograph of her son. Her son is a policeman.  
2. The new stadium will be opened next month. The stadium holds 90,000 people.  
3. John is one of my closest friends. I have known John for eight years  
4. The boy is one of my closest friends. He is waiting for me.  
5. Thank you for your letter. I was very happy to get your letter.  
6. The letter is in the drawer. Peter has sent the letter to you.  
7. Next weekend I’m going to Glasgow. My sister lives in Glasgow.  
8. Next summer we are visiting the town. My father was born in this town.  
9. The storm caused a lot of damage. Nobody had been expecting the storm.  
10. That man over there is an artist. I don’t remember his name.  
11. Mr Yates is retiring next month. He has worked for the same company all his life.  
12. My sister is visiting us next week. You once met her.  
13. Mr Carter is very interested in our plan. I spoke to him last night.  
14. I’ve just bought some books about astronomy. I’m very interested in astronomy.  
15. The man is in prison. Janet fell in love with this man. 

 
02. Choose the correct relative pronoun.  

01. The dog ..... barking you can hear is our neighbour's dog. a) who b) which c)  
02. whose This is the purse ..... I am looking for. a) what b) that c)  
03. whose Could you tell me the name of the boy ..... is sitting opposite us? a) that b) which c)  
04. whom My mother, ..... worked as a nurse, is retired now. a) that b) who c) which  
05. I don't know the phone number ..... is used in case of emergencies. a) what b) which c) who  
06. We booked a really comfortable hotel room, ..... was a very good idea. a) that b) what c)  
07. which Exercise  

 
03. Use that, who, which or whose to complete the sentences. Write commas where necessary.  

01. Miss Anderson ................ reputation is so good comes to help us.  
02. What have you done with the pen ................ I left on the table?  
03. I delivered the parcel to Charles ................ gave it to Ann.  
04. His wife ................. is an architect designed their new house.  
05. Can you hear the noise ................ comes from the cellar?  
06. Everybody ............... saw the attack should contact the police.  
07. The town ............... towers you can see is York.  
08. Is he the new teacher .............. you told me about?  
09. His last film .............. is the best film I've ever seen hasn't a big audience.  

 
GABARITO 
 
01.   

1. She showed me a photograph of her son, who is a policeman. NON- DEFINING.  
2. The new stadium, which holds 90,000 people, will be opened next month. NON- DEFINING.  
3. John, who(m) I have known for eight years, is one of my closest friends. NON- DEFINING.  
4. The boy who is waiting for me is one of my closest friends. DEFINING. The pronoun cannot be left out 

because it is the subject of the relative clause.  
5. Thank you for your letter, which I was very happy to get. NON- DEFINING. THAT cannot be used and 

even though there is a pronoun in the relative clause WHICH cannot be left out because in non-
defining relative clauses the pronoun can NEVER be left out.  

6. The letter (that/which) Peter has sent to you is in the drawer. DEFINING. Both THAT and WHICH can 
be used in this relative clause and the pronoun can be left out because there is a subject: “Peter”  

7. Next weekend I’m going to Glasgow, where my sister lives.  
8. Next summer we are visiting the town where my father was born. /in which my father was born/ 

(which) my father was born in. DEFINING  
9. Nobody had been expecting the storm, which caused a lot of damage. NON- DEFINING.  
10. That man over there, whose name I don’t remember, is an artist. NON- DEFINING.  
11. Mr Yates, who has worked for the same company all his life, is retiring next month. NON- DEFINING. 

12. My sister, who(m) you once met, is visiting us next week. NON- DEFINING. WHOM can be used 
because it functions as the object of the relative clause.  
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13. Mr Carter, who I spoke to last night/ to whom I spoke last night, is very interested in our plan. NON- 
DEFINING. WHOM can be used because it is preceded by a preposition.  

14. I’ve just bought some books about astronomy, which I’m very interested in. NONDEFINING. 15. The 
man who/that Janet fell in love with/ Janet fell in love with / with whom Janet fell in love is in prison. 
DEFINING. The relative pronouns can be left out because there is a subject in the sentence “Janet”. 

 
02. 

Exercise 1 whose barking that I am loking for that is sitting who worked which is used which was  
 
03.  

Exercise 2 Miss Anderson, whose reputation... , comes pen which|that I left ... to Charles, who gave... His 
wife, who is... , designed noise which | that comes Everybody who | that saw The town whose towers 
teacher who | that you told film, which is... , hasn't  

 
 
 
 
 


