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Reading for gist is all about getting the ideas of the text by skimming it rapidly and ignoring the 
grammatical words. Another reading skill often mentioned alongside skimming is scanning. Scanning is 
our quest for more specific information, such as numbers, names or other easily identifiable data within a 
text. 

Reading for detail – This is when you pay attention to every single word and spend time thinking 
about what each individual sentence means. Examples: reading a grammar explanation, reading the 
instructions for an exercise in a textbook. 

 
Para uma prova contextualizada é recomendável sempre fazer a leitura dos itens antes de ler o texto, 

pois ao ler o texto você poderá fazer uma leitura direcionada para responder os itens e assim ganhar 
tempo e focar nas respostas. 

O skimming sempre deve ser feito, uma leitura geral do texto, se você julgar essa forma de leitura 
suficiente para responder as questões propostas faça isso e siga em frente. Porém na maioria das vezes 
surgem questões que demandam voltar no texto e fazer uma leitura mais detalhada o scanning, neste 
caso volte no texto e leia a linha ou o parágrafo sugerido de forma detalhada mais uma vez, para que 
possa responder a questão. 

 
Usando as técnicas acima sugeridas leia os textos a seguir e escolha a opção correta. 
Text 1 
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In the Stars   Siobhan Christie 
Pick up a newspaper or magazine and there is always a page of horoscopes 
somewhere. But isn’t this all make-believe? How do people get a job writing these 
things? It’s not like astrology is a science you can study at college, any more than 
you can do a course in 
Applied Magic. 
I don’t want to stick the knife into astrology without doing my research first, but 
how can we know if an astrologer is telling the truth? We can’t see into the future. 
However, astrologers don’t just use the zodiac to predict the future; they also use 
our star signs to predict our personality. So, I decided to see if they can correctly 
explain what kind of person I am. 
My birthday is July 4, so that means my star sign is Cancer. According to our 
astrologer friends, that means that I am timid and shy. On the other hand, we are 
also incredibly stubborn. Well, at least they got that part right about me! Once I 
make a decision, there’s no changing my mind. We also love painting, music, and 
being artistic. 
Well, if they think Cancerians are arty, they obviously haven’t seen my drawings! 
We had to draw a dog in art class once and everyone thought mine looked more 
like a donkey. However, it is true that my dream is to write for a living, and that’s 
why I started this blog. 
But the Western zodiac is not the only one in the world. I next decided to check 
my Chinese horoscope. If these systems are both accurate, they should produce 
the same results. I started researching online, keen to find out what information 
would show up. 
Under the Chinese system, every year relates to an animal. There are a dozen 
animals, so the cycle changes every twelve years. If you were born in 1997, you 
are an ox, 1998 a tiger, 1999 a rabbit, 2000 a dragon, and so on. Remember 
though that the Chinese new year does not begin until February or the last week of 
January, so if you were born in January, you may be a different animal to those 
born in the rest of that year. 
I was born in 1990, so that makes me a horse. Reading my horoscope, it says that 
I love games. Unfortunately, it also says that I easily give up and I don’t follow 
through on my promises. That part is true: I’m already thinking of stopping my 
research into horoscopes. Apparently, horses are rude to other people. That seems 
unfair to me. 
But wait. There’s more. Chinese horoscopes are also connected to four elements: 
water, wood, metal, and fire. That last one is me, as well as snakes and sheep. We 
fiery people are very gregarious and like to be part of a crowd. Unfortunately, we 
are also too quick to speak up when we don’t like something, and we can say the 
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wrong things at the wrong time. 
It’s clear then what the answer is. __________________ The funny thing is that I 
still enjoy reading them. Perhaps we should just treat them as something fun, and 
not be too critical of the information that they contain.  

 
01. We can infer that in the first paragraph the author is … 

A angry. 
B bored. 
C complimentary. 
D sarcastic. 
E tactful. 

 
02. The expression “stick the knife into” (line 5) is a metaphor for … 

A attack. 
B consider. 
C defend. 
D eat. 
E laugh at. 

 
03. It can be inferred from the blog that according to Western horoscopes, someone with the star sign Cancer 

may be … 
A funny. 
B intelligent. 
C optimistic. 
D reserved. 
E sporty. 

 
04. Read the statements below. Which statements are true, according to the blog? 

1 Siobhan’s ambition is to be an author. 
2 Siobhan is fickle. 
3 Siobhan is not very good at drawing. 
 
A All of the statements. 
B 1 and 2. 
C 1 only. 
D 1 and 3. 
E None of the statements. 

 
05. In the sentence “I started researching online, keen to find out what information would show up” (line 17), 

we could replace the phrasal verb “show up” with … 
A agree. 
B appear. 
C be right. 
D explain everything.  
E know. 

 
06. It can be inferred from the blog that someone born on January 1 2010 was born in the year of … 

A the horse. 
B the ox. 
C the dragon. 
D the rabbit. 
E the tiger. 

 
07. According to Chinese horoscopes, people born in the year of the horse love … 

A animals and nature. 
B art and culture. 
C clothes and shoes. 
D food and drink. 
E sports and competitions. 

 
08. Read the statements below. Which statements are true?  

1 Siobhan thinks she has some characteristics of the Cancer star sign. 
2 Siobhan thinks she has some characteristics of people born in the year of the horse. 
3 Siobhan thinks she is nothing like a typical Cancer or typical person born in the year of the horse. 
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A None of the statements. 
B 1 only. 
C 1 and 2. 
D 2 only. 
E 3 only. 

 
09. Which list of adjectives below describes someone born in the year of the snake?  

A Critical, friendly, tactless. 
B Cute, faithful, tactful. 
C Negative, reliable, rude.  
D Nice, reserved, sincere. 
E Silly, tactless, unrealistic. 

 
10. Choose the best concluding statement, missing from line 32, expressing the author’s ideas about 

horoscopes. 
A Horoscopes do often predict the future. 
B It’s a good idea to use the Chinese and the Western horoscopes together. 
C The Chinese and the Western horoscopes give completely different information. 
D The Chinese horoscope is more accurate than the Western horoscope. 
E There is a lot of truth in horoscopes from all countries. 
 

 
Text 2 

Which pet should you buy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cats are good friends, but they can  Parrots are never scared to speak   
sometimes be fickle.  up once you teach them to talk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dogs are always friendly – whether you                Exotic pets like snakes may find         
want them to be or not.                                         living with other animals hard to  
                                                                            Swallon.                      
 
01. It can be inferred from the cartoons that the artist thinks people should buy ... 

A a cat. 
B a dog. 
C a parrot. 
D a snake. 
E none of the pets. 
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02. According to the captions, which statements are true? 
1 Cats are faithful. 
2 Dogs are gregarious. 
3 Snakes are reserved. 
 
A 1 and 2.  
B 1 only.  
C 2 only. 
D 3 only. 
E 2 and 3. 

 
03. It can be inferred from picture 2 that … 

A the parrot is sarcastic. 
B Aunt Vera’s niece is tactless. 
C Aunt Vera is tactful. 
D Aunt Vera’s niece is complimentary. 
E the parrot is reserved. 
 

04. The word fickle could be substituted by…………… without loosing the meaning. 
A friendly 
B trustable 
C   difficult 
D strange 
E unstable 

 
05. According to the text Parrots … 

A know how to speak since they were born. 
B learn how to speak by themselves. 
C have to be taught how to speak. 
D only speak when you want. 
E don’t like visits. 
 

 Text 3 
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Job search lottery 
In the town of Alameda in Southern Spain, times are tough. One third of 
the town’s 5,600 inhabitants are unemployed. Many people have been out 
of work for five years or more, and they are ready to give up their job 
search. The situation is so bad for some that they can’t afford to buy food 
for their families. Alameda is a town in crisis. 
The main industry in the area used to be construction, but when people 
stopped building new houses, the work disappeared. Companies aren’t 
recruiting new staff, and no one is training young people. Many people 
bought houses when they were in work, and are now racking up enormous 
debts with the bank because they can’t afford to pay back their house 
loans. 
In response to this, the town’s mayor, Juan Lorenzo Pinera, came up with 
a unique solution. He has arranged a lottery for jobs in the local 
government. Local women can try to win a job as a cleaner; while building 
jobs were initially also available for male applicants. Every month, the 
mayor chooses eight names at random from a box, and those women are 
recruited by the local government to work as cleaners. 
Unfortunately, the money ran out to fund the construction projects so the 
local men can’t count on receiving work from the lottery as regularly as the 
women. At the moment, they have to prioritize jobs for local women. In 
that way, at least some families can benefit. It’s a small step, but it is an 
imaginative way to create work, and so we should applaud Pinera for his 
clever attempt to combat the economic crisis. 

 
01. Choose the best definition for the phrase “give up”’ in line 3. 

A begin 
B increase 
C hate 
D start 
E stop 
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02. Grammatically, the phrase “used to be” (line 5) is equivalent to ... 
A could be. 
B in the past was. 
C should have been. 
D was occasionally. 
E had to be. 

 
03. According to the article, which statements are true? 

1 There are fewer jobs for men than for women. 
2 There are plenty of construction jobs in Alameda.  
3 There are eight jobs available in the lottery every month. 
 
A 1 only. 
B 1 and 2. 
C 1 and 3. 
D 2 and 3. 
E All of the statements. 

 
04 In the sentence “At the moment, they have to prioritize jobs for local women” (line 16), the word “they” 

refers to … 
A families in the town. 
B companies in the area. 
C men in the town. 
D the local government. 
E the national government. 

 
05. We can infer from the article that the author of the passage thinks the lottery … 

A is a funny story. 
B is a bad idea. 
C is a good idea. 
D is unfair to men. 
E will not work. 

 
Gabarito 

Text 1 
01. D     
02. A    
03. D     
04. D     
05. B    
06. B     
07. E     
08. C     
09. A     
10. C 
 
Text 2 
01. E    
02. C     
03. B 
04. E 
05. C 
 
Text 3 
01. E     
02. B      
03. C     
04. D    
05. C 
 
                                                                    
 


